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Wab Depabtmbnt, 
Washington, October 3, 1891. 

A board of ofdcers consisting of Lieut. Col. John C. Bates, Twen- 
tieth Infantry ; Lieut. Col. George B. Sanford, Ninth Cavalry ; Maj. 
Henry C. Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery ; Maj. John C. Gilmore, 
Assistant Adjutant-General; Capt. Joseph T. Haskell, Twenty-third 
Infantry ; Capt. Edward 8. Godfrey, Seventh Cavalry ; and Capt. 
James M. Lancaster, Third Artillery, with First Lieut. George 
Andrews, Twenty-fifth Infantry, as recorder at first, and later, First 
j Lieut. John T. French, jr.. Fourth Artillery, having prepared a 
' system of Drill Kegulations for infantry which has been approved 
by the President, it is herewith published for the information and 
( government of the Army, and for the observance of the militia of the 
; United States. 

With a view to insure uniformity throughout the Army, all infantry 
V exercises and maneuvers not embraced in this system are prohibited 
and those herein prescribed will be strictly observed. 

HEiiriELD Proctor, 

. Secretary of War. 




HISTOKY OF THE DRILL REGULATIONS. 

The American troops were drilled by the English Tactics dur- 
ing the early part of the war of the Revolution. In 1779 Con- 
gress adopted Baron de Steuben’s abridgement of the Prussian 
Tactics. These were used by the United States Army until the 
commencement of the war of 1812 and by the Militia until 1820. 
In 1812 a very imperfect abridgement of the French T&ctics of 
1791, by General Alexander Smyth, was published under the 
sanction of the War Department {liegiement Cmicemant V Exercise 
et les Mdnceuvres de Vlnfanterie; du ler Aout., 1791). In 1813 
Lieut. Colonel William Duane of the Rifles, an ex-editor, pro- 
duced a handbook of instruction for the squad and company, 
which was used to some extent in the army. In this year Con- 
gress requested the President to have prepared for its approval 
“a military system of discipline for the Infantry of the Army 
and Militia of the United States.” This resolution Was not acted 
upon owing to the occupation of the officers with field service, 
and during the war of 1812 tactical instruction was in a state of 
chaos, every officer in this matter being a law unto himself. 
De Lacroix had published in Boston a bad translation by Mac- 
donald of the French; tactics, and , with this and a copy of the 
original French, General Scott at the camp in Buffalo in 1814 
personally instructed two brigades of Brown’s division. This 
was the first introduction here of the French system entire. 
With some modifications, it was adopted by the "War Depart- 
ment and is known as “the system of 1815.” Its use by the 
militia was made compulsory in 1820. The “system of 1825” 
was adapted from the French by a board consisting of Scott, 
Brady,; Fenwick, Thayer and Worth, It was originally taken by 
the French from the Prussian system of Frederick the Great and 
was used throughout the Revolutionary and Napoleonic wars of 
France. Under authority of Congress, Genei-al Scott in 1834 
prepared the adaptation of the Prussian system known by his 
name. The improvement in firearms finally compelled a change 
from the formal movements of Scott, and Hardee’s translation 
of the French system for their Chasseurs d pied was adopted as 
far as the school of the Battalion. From its peculiar double 
quick step, it was familiarly known as the “Shanghai Drill.” 
Casey’s Revision of Hardee’s system was authorized during the 
Civil War and continued in use until superseded August 1, 1867, 
by Upton’s Tactics, which now in their turn give place to these 
“ Drill Regulations.” Editor Army and Navy Journal. 
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DEFINITIONS. 

Alignment— A straight line, upon which several naen 
or bodies of troops are formed, or are to be formed. 

Base — The unit on which a movement is regulated ; as, 
base file, company, ov battalion. 

Center — The middle point er element of a command; 
as, the center file, company, etc. 

Column— A formation in which the elements are 
placed one behind another, whether these elements 
are files, fours, platoons, companies or larger bodies. 

Deploy — To extend the front ; as, to pass from column 
into line. 

Depth — The space from head to rear of any formation, 
including the leading and rear elements. 

The depth of one man is taken as twelve inches. 

Disposition — The distribution of the fractions of a 
body of troops, and the formations and duties as- 
signed to each, for the accomplishment of a common 
end. 

Distance — An open space in the direction of depth. 

The distance beWeen ranks in the same unit is 
measured from the breast of the man in rear to the 
back of the man in front. 

The distance between two subdivisions in column 
is measured in like manner from guide to guide. 

Between two commands in column, one in rear of 
the other, each comprising several fractions, the dis- 
tance is measured from the rear guide of the com- 
mand that is in front to the leading guide of the foh 
lowing command. 




4 DEFINITIONS. 

Drill — The exercises and evolutions taugnt on the drill 
ground and executed in the precise and formal man- 
ner prescribed. 

Echelon — In the order in echelon the subdivisions are 
placed one behind another, extending beyond and un- 
masking one another, either wholly or in part. 

In battle formation, this term is also employed to 
designate the different elements or lines in the direc- 
tion of depth. Example : The first echelon, the firing 
line ; the second echelon, the support, etc. 

Evolution — A movement executed by several battalions 
for the purpose of passing from one formation to an- 
other. 

Facing Distance — Sixteen inches; i. e., the difference 
between the front of a man in ranks and his depth. 

File — Two men, a front rank man and the correspond- 
ing man of the rear rank, whether placed one behind 
the other or side by side. File Leader — The front 
rank man of a file. A file is said to be blank when it 
has no rear rank man. When troops are in one rank, 
the men are frequently termed files. 

File Closers — Officers, or non-commissioned officers 
posted two paces in rear of the line ; it is their duty 
to rectify mistakes and to insure steadiness and 
promptness in the ranks. 

Flank — The right or left of a command in line or col- 
umn ; also, the element on the right or left of a line. 

In speaking of the enemy, one says ‘ ‘ his right 
flank;” “his left wing,” etc.; to indicate the flank 
or wing which the enemy would so designate. 

Flank Attack — A movement made against the enemy’s 
flank. 

Flankers — Men so posted or marched as to protect the 
flank of a column. 

Flank March— A march, whatever the formation, by 
which troops move along the front of the enemy’s 
position. 
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Formation — Arrangement of the elements of a com- 
mand. The placing of all the fractions in regular 
order in line, in column or for battle. 

Front — The space in width occupied by a command, 
either in line or column. 

In estimating the extent of the front, the space 
occupied by one man is taken at twenty-eight inches, 
which includes the interval between files. 

Front also denotes the direction of the enemy. 

Guard, Advance — A bodj^ of troops marching in front of 
a commaud to reeonnoiter and to protect its march. 

Guard, Rear — A body of troops to protect the rear of a 
Command. 

Guide — An officer, non-commissioned officer or private 
upon whom the command regulates its mai’ch. 

Head — The leading element of a column. 

Interval — ^An open space between elements of the same 
line. 

The interval between two men is measured from 
elbow to elbow ; between two companies, squads, etc., 
from the left elbow of the left man or guide of the 
group on the right to the right elbow of the right 
man or guide of the g-roup on the left. 

Left — The left extremity or element of a body of troops. 

Line— A formation in which the different elements are 
abreast of each other. When the elements are in 
column the formation is called a line of columns. 

Maneuver — A movement made according to the nature 
of the ground with reference to the position and 
movements of the enemy. 

Order, Close — The normal formation in which soldiers 
are regularly arranged in line or column. 

Order, Extended — The formation in which the soldiers, 
or the subdivisions, or both, are separated by inter- 
vals greater than in close order. 

Pace — Thirty inches ; the length of the full step in 
quick time. 




6 DEPINITIONS. 

In these reg-ulations, intervals and distances that 
can be verified by pacing, are given in paces ; those 
less than one pace, in inches ; considerable distances, 
in yards. 

PZo^— To diminish front ; as, to ploy into close column. 

Point of Rest — The point at which a formation begins. 

Rank— A line of men placed side by side. 

Right— TLe right extremity or element of a body of 
troops, . 

Scouts — Men detailed to precede a command on the march 
and when forming for battle, to gather and report in- 
formation concerning the enemy and the nature of the 
ground. 

Tactics — The art of handling troops in the presence of 
the enemy, i. e., applying on the battle field the 
movements learned at drill. 

Turning Movement— An extended movement around 
the enemy’s flank for the purpose of threatening or 
attacking his flank or rear. 

Wing — The portion of a command between the center 
and the flank ; the battalion is the smallest body 
which is divided into wings. 
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SIGNALS. 

The following signals are used alone or in conjunc- 
tion with verbal commands or trumpet calls. The 
whistle call to fix the attention may precede the sig- 
nal. 

In making the signals, the sword, rifle or head dress 
may be held in the hand ; when the sword is sO used it 
is in prolongation of the arm. 

Forward — Kaise the arm until horizontal, extended to 
the front ; at the same time move to the front. 

Right Oblique — Raise the arm until horizontal, ex- 
tended obliquely to the right ; at the same time move 
in that dii-ection. 

Left Oblique — Same to the left. 

By the Right Flank — Raise the arm until horizontal, 
extended to the right ; at the same time move to the 
right. 

By the Left Flank — Same to the left. 

To the Rear — Face to the rear, raise the arm until 
horizontal, extended to the rear; at the same time 
move to the rear. 

Change Direction to the Right or Left — Raise the arm 
until horizontal, extended toward the marching flank, 
carrying the arm horizontally to the front and right ; 
at the same time facing and moving in the direction 
to be taken. 

.ds Skirmishers — Raise both arms until horizontal, ex- 
tended laterally. 

Halt — Raise the arm vertically to its full extent. 
Assemble — Raise the arm vertically to its full extent 
and slowly describe small horizontal circles. 

Rally — Raise the arm vertically to its full extent and 
circle it very rapidly. 

Cease Firing. — A whistle call. This signal is also used 
to fix the attention. 
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

1. All details, detachments and other bodies of troops 
will habitually be formed in double rank. 

2. Movements that may be executed toward either 
(lank are explained as toward but one flank, it being 
necessary to substitute the word “left” for “right,” or 
the reverse, to have the command and explanation of 
the corresponding movement toward the other flank. 

3. In movements where the guide may be either right 
or left, it is indicated in the command, thus : Guide 
{right or left). 

4. Any movement may be executed either from the 
halt, or when marching, if not otherwise prescribed. 

5. All movements, not specially excepted, may be 
executed in double time. If the movement be from 
the halt, or when marching in quick time, the command 
double time precedes the command march; if marching 
in double time the command double time is omitted. 

6. There are two kinds of commands : 

The preparatory command, such as forward, indi- 
cates the movement that is to be executed. 

The command of execution, such as march, halt or 
ARMS, causes the execution. 

Preparatory commands are distinguished by italics, 
those of execution by capitals. 

Where it is not mentioned in the text who gives the 
commands prescribed they are the commands of the 
instructor. 

The preparatory command should be given at such 
an interval of time before the command of execution 
as to admit of its being properly understood ; the com- 
mand of should be given at the instant the 

movement is to commence. 
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The tone of command is animated, distinct, and of a 
loudness proportioned to the number of men under 
instruction. 

Each preparatory command is pronounced in an 
ascending tone of voice, but always in such a manner 
that the command of execution may be more energetic 
and elevated. 

The command of execution is pronounced in a firm 
and brief tone. 

When giving commands to troops it is usually best to 
face toward them. 

7. To secure uniformity, officers and noncommis- 
sioned officers are practiced in giving commands. 

8. The signal and trumpet calls should be frequently 
used in instruction, in order that the officers and men 
may readily recognize them. 

9. In the different schools, the posts of the officers 
■ and non-commissioned officers are specified, but as in- 
structors they go whei’ever their presence is necessary. 
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CLOSE ORDER. 

SCHOOL OF THE, SOLDIER. 

10. The object of this school is the instruction of the 
individual recruit and afterward that of the squad. 

11, Short and frequent drills are preferable to long 
ones, which exhaust the attention of both instructor 
and recruit. 

13. Generally, sergeants and corporals are the in- 
structors under the supervision of an officer, but the 
captain occasionally I’equires the lieutenants to act as 
instructors. 

18. The instructor will always maintain a military 
bearing and by a quiet, firm demeanor set a proper 
example to the men. 

14. The instructor explains each movement in as few 
words as possible, at the same time executing it him- 
self. 

He requires the recruits to take by themselves the 
proper positions and does not touch them for the pur- 
pose of correcting them, except when they are unable 
to correct themselves ; he avoids keeping them too 
long at the same movement, although each should be 
understood before passing to another. He exacts by 
degrees the desired precision and uniformity. 

15. After the movements have been properly executed 
in the order laid down> the instructor no longer con- 
fines himself to that order. 

16. As the instruction progresses the recruits will be 
grouped according to proficiency, in order that all may 
advance as rapidly as their abilities permit. Those 
who lack aptitude and quickness will be separated from 
the others and placed under experienced drill masters. 
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17. When the execution of a movement is improperiy 
begun and the instructoi’ wishes to begin it anew for 
the purpose of correcting it, he commands: As yow 
were, at which tjae movement ceases and the former 
position is resumed. 

INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION Without ARMS. 

18. For this instruction a few recruits, usually not 
exceeding four, are placed in a single rank, facing to 
the front, and about six inches apart, ai-ranged accord- 
ing to height, the tallest naan on the right. 

19. To teach the recruits how to assemble, the in- 
structor requires them to close the left hand and place 
the knuckles against the waist, above the hip, wrist 
straight, back of the hand to the front; he then places 
them on the same line so that the right arm of each 
man rests lightly against the left elbow of the man 
next on his right, and then directs the left hands to be 
replaced by the side. The men thus find themselves 
with an interval that allows for a free movement of the 
arms. 

20. When the recruits have learned howto take their 
places, they are required to assemble without assistance. 
The instructor commands : fall IN. 

They assemble rapidly, as above prescribed, at atten- 
tion, each man dropping the left hand as soon as the 
man next on his left has his interval. 

Position of the Soldier, or Attention. 

21. Heels on the same line, and as near each other as 
the conformation of the man permits. 

Feet turned out equally and forming with each other 
an angle of about sixty degrees. 

Knees straight, without stiffness. 

Body erect on the hips, inclining a little forward ; 
shoulders square and falling equally. 
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Arms and hands hanging naturally, backs of the hands 
outward ; little fingers opposite the seams of the trou- 
sers ; elbows near the, body. • 

Head erect and square to the front; chin slightly 
drawn in, without constraint ; eyes straight to the 
front. 



The Rests. 

22. Being at a halt, to rest the men : fall out ; or, 
REST, or AT EASE. 

At the command fall out, the men may leave the 
ranks but will remain in the immediate vicinity. 

At the command fall in, they resume their former 
places. 

At the command rest, the men keep one heel in place, 
but are not required to preserve silence nor immobility. 

At the command at ease, the men keep one heel in 
place and preseiwe silence, but not immobility. 

23. To resume the attention : 1. Squad, 2. atten« 

TION. 

The men take the position of the soldier and fix their 
attention. , 

24. 1. Parade, 2. rest. 

Carry the right foot six inches straight cb the rear, 
left knee slightly bent; clasp the hands in front of the 
center of the body, left hand uppermost, left thumb 
clasped by thumb and forefinger of right hand ; pre- 
serve silence and steadiness of position. 

To resume the position of the soldier : 1. Squad, 2. 
attention. 

To Dismiss the Squad. 

25. Being in line at a halt : dismissed. 

Eyes Right or Left. 

26. 1. Eyes, 2. right (or LEFT), 3. front. 

At the command right, turn the head gently so as to 
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bring the left eye in line with the center of the body, 
eyes fixed on the line of eyes of the men in, or supposed 
to be in the same rank. 

At the conimand /rowi, turn the head and eyes to the 
front. 

The instructor sees that the movement does not de- 
range the squareness of the shoulders. 



Facings. 



27. To the right or left : 1. Right (or Ae/^), 2. face. 

Raise slightly the right heel and left toe and face to 
the right, turning on the left heel, assisted by a slight 
pressure on the ball of the right foot ; replace the right 
foot. 

The facings to the left are also executed upon the left 
heel. 



28. To the rear. 1. About, 2. face. 
Raise slightly the left heel and right 

toe, face to the rear, turning to the right 
on the I’ight heel and the ball of the left 
foot ; replace the left foot beside the right. 

Salute with the Hand. 

29. 1. Bight {oc Left) Hand, 2. salute. 
Raise the right hand smartly till the 

forefinger touches the lower part of the 
head-dress above the right eye, thumb 
and fingers extended and joined, palm to 
the left, forearm inclined at about forty- 
five degrees, hand and wrist straight. 
(TWO.) (Par. 48.) Drop the arm quietly by 
the side. (See Par. 485.) 

■ If uncovered, the forefinger touches the 
forehead above the eye. 
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SETTING UP EXERCISES. 

30. In older to retain a proper set-up and to keep 
the muscles supple, all soldiers in garrison should be 
frequently practiced in the following exercises : 

The arm, hand, trunk, leg and foot exercises should 
be alternated, the drill interrupted by frequent rests 
and varied by instruction in the lacings, marchings, etc. 
While exercising one part of the body, care should 
be taken that the other parts remain quiet, as far as 
the conformation of the body will allow. 

At the command halt, given at any time, the exercise 
ceases, and the position of the soldier is resumed. 

The recruits being in single rank (Par. 30), the instruc- 
tor will place them three paces apart. 

First Exercise. 

1. Arm, 3. exercise, 3. head, 4. up, 5, down, 6. raises 

At the command exercise, raise the arms laterally un- 
til horizontal, palms upward, head: Raise the arms 
in a circular direction over the head, tips of fingers 
touching top of cap over the forehead, backs of fingers 
in contact their full length, thumbs pointing to the 
rear, elbows pressed back, up : Extend the arms up- 
ward their full length, palms touching. DOWN : Force 
them obliquely back, and gradually , let them fall by the 
sides. RAISE : Raise the arms laterally as prescribed for 
the second command. Continue by repeating, head, 
up, down, raise. 

Second Exercise. 

1. Arm, 8 . exercise, 3. front, 4. rear. 

At the command exercise, liaise the arhis laterally, as 
in First Exercise, front : Swing the arms, extended 
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horizontally to the front, palms touching, heels on the 
ground, rear : Swing the arms extended well to the 
rear, inclining them slightly downward, raising the 
body upon the toes. Continue by repeating, front, rear, 
till the men, if possible, are able to touch the hands be- 
hind the back. 

Third Exercise. 

1, Arm, 2. exercise, 8. circle. 

At the command exercise, raise the arms laterally, as 
in First Exercise, circle: Slowly describe a small cir- 
cle, with each arm upward and backward, from front to 
rear, the arms not passing in front of the line of the 
breast. Continue by repeating circle. 

Fourth Exercise. 

1. Arm, 3. exercise, 3. shoulder, 4. front, 5. rear. 

At the command exercise, raise the arms laterally, as 
in First Exercise. shoulder : Place the tips of fingers 
lightly on top of the shoulders, keeping upper arm hori- 
zontal. FRONT : Force the elbows to the front, rear : 
Force the elbows back as far as possible. Continue by 
repeating rear. 

Fifth Exercise. 

1. Hand, 2, exercise, 3. close, 4. open. 

At the cornmand exercise, raise the arms laterally, as 
in First Exercise, close : Close the hands with force, 
open : Open the hands quickly, spreading the fingers 
and thumbs apart as much as possible. Continue by 
repeating close, open. 

Sixth Exercise. 

1. Forearms vertical, 2. raise, 3. up, 4. down. 

At the command raise, raise the forearms until nearly 
vertical, fingers extended and joined, palms toward 
2 ^ ■ 
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each other. ‘ up : Thrust upward with force, extending 
the arms to their full length, down : Force the arms 
obliquely hack, and gradually let them fall by the sides. 
Continue by repeating raise, up, down. 

Seventh Exercise. 

t. Forearms horizontal, 2. raise, 3. front, 4. rear. 

At the command raise, raise the forearms to the 
front, until horizontal, elbows forced back, hands tight- 
ly closed, backs down, front : Thrust the arms forci- 
bly to the front, turning the backs of the hands up, 
arms horizontal, rear : Bring the arms back quickly 
to the first position, forcing elbows and shoulders to the 
rear. Continue by repeating rear. 

Eighth Exercise, 

1. Trunk, 2. exercise, 3. down, 4. back. 

At the command exercise, raise the hands and place 
them on the hips, fingers to the rear, thumbs to the 
front, elbows pressed back, down : Bend the trunk 
forward at the hips as far as possible, back : Raise 
and bend the trunk to the rear as far as possible. Exe- 
cute both motions slowly, without bending the knees. 
Continue by repeating down, back. 

Ninth Exercise. 

1. Trunk, 2. exercise, 3. right, 4. left. 

At the command exercise, place the hands on the 
hips, as in Eighth Exercise, right : Bend the trunk to 
the right, without twisting it or raising either heel. 
LEFT: Bend the trunk similarly to the left. Execute 
both motions slowly. Continue by repeating right, 
left. 

Tenth Exercise. 

1. Trunk, 2. exercise, 3. circle right (or left). 

At the command exercise, place the hands on the hips. 
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as m Eighth Exercise, circle right : Bend the trunk 
to the right as in Ninth Exercise ; turn the trunk to 
I the rear and bend to the rear, as in Eighth Exercise ; 
turn the trunk to the left and bend to the left, as in 
Ninth Exei’cise ; turn the trunk to the front and bend 
forward, as in Eighth Exercise. Continue by repeating 
circle right. 

Eleventh Exercise. 

1. Arms vertical, palms to the front, 2. raise, 3. down, 
4. UP. 

/ At the command raise, raise the arms from the sides, 

' extended to their fullJength, till the hands meet above 
the head, palms to the front, fingers pointed upward, 
thumbs locked, right thumb in front, shoulders pressed 
back. DOWN : Bend over till the hands, if possible, touch 
-the ground, keeping arms and knees straight.- up : 
Straighten the body and swing the arms, extended 
to the vertical position. Continue by repeating down, 
up. 

Twelfth Exercise. 

1. Arms forward, palms down, 2. raise, 3. down, 4. 
^;UP. 

At the command raise, raise the arms to the front, 
extended to their full length, till the hands are in front 
of and at the height of the shoulders, palms down, fin- 
gers extended and joined, thumbs under forefingers. 
DOWN : Bend the trunk forward at the hips as far as 
possible, and swing the arms backward, knees and arms 
straight, up : Straighten the trunk and swing the arms 
to the forward position. Continue by repeating down, 
%^up. ' ■ 

Thirteenth Exercise. 

1. Leg, 2. exercise, 3. IfaZ/beJzd, 4. down, 5. up. 

At the command cirercise, place the hands on the 
/ hips as in Eighth Exercise, down : Lower the body , 




i8: SCHOOL OF THE SOLDIER. 

separating the Knees and bending them as much as pos- 
sible, heels on the ground, head and trunk erect, up ; 
Raise the body, straightening and closing the knees. 
Continue by repeating down, up. 

Fourteenth Exercise. 

1. Leg, 3. EXERCISE, 3. Full hend, 4. down, 5. up. 

At the command exercise, place the hands on the hips 
as in Eighth Exercise, down : Lower the body, sepa- 
rating the knees, and bending them as much as possible, 
head and trunk erect, heels raised, weight of body 
nesting On the balls of the feet. UP : Raise the body, 
straightening and closing the knees and lower the heels 
to the ground. Continue by repeating down, up. 

Fifteenth Exercise. 

; 1. Leg, 2, exercise, 8 . Left (or right), L forward, 5. 
REAR, or 5. GROUND. 

A,t the comxna,nd exercise, place the hands on the hips 
as in the Eighth Exercise, forward : Move the left leg 
to the front, knee straight, so as to advance the foot 
about fifteen inches, toe turned out, sole nearly hori- 
zontal, body balanced on right foot, rear : Move the 
leg to the rear, knee straight, toe on a line with the 
right heel, sole nearly horizontal. Continue by repeat- ' 
iag forward, rear. 

When the recruit has learned to balance himself, the 
command /orward is followed by ground. Throw the 
weight of the, body forward by rising on the ball of the 
right foot, advance and plant the left, left heel 
thirty inches from the right, and advance the right leg 
quickly to the position of forward. Continue by rer 
peating- ground when the light and left legs are alter-^ 
nately in the position of forward, ^ 

^ Sixteenth Exercise. 

I; Legr, 3. EXERCISE, 3. UP. 

At the command jevcercise, . place the hands on the hip^ 
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as in Eighth Exercise, up ; Raise the left leg to the 
front, bending and elevating the knee as much as pos- 
sible, leg from knee to instep vertical, toe depressed. 
UP : Replace the left foot and raise the right leg as pre- 
scribed for the left. 

Execute slowly at first, then gradually increase to the 
cadence of double time. Continue by repeating up 
when the right and left legs are alternately in position. 

Seventeenth Exercise. 

1. Foot, 2. EXERCISE, 3. UP, 4. DOWN. 

At the command exercise, place the hands on the hips 
as in Eighth Exercise, up ; Raise the body upon the 
toes, knees straight, heels together, down : Lower the 
heels^ slowly to the ground. Continue by repeating up, 
down. 

As soon as the exercises are well understood, they 
may be executed without repeating the commands. 
For this purpose the instructor gives the commands as 
prescribed, then adds : Continue the exercise, upon 
which the motions to be repeated are continuously exe- 
cuted until the command halt. 

Whenever there is a, regular system of gymnastic in- 
struction it may replace the setting up exercises for 
well trained soldiers. 
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THE STEPS. 

Quick Time. 

31. The length of the full step in quick time is thirty 
inches measured fi*om heel to heel, and the cadence is 
at the rate of one hundred and twenty steps per minute. 

32. The recruits being confirmed in the position of 
the soldier, the instructor places himself eight or ten 
paces in front of them, and facing toward them executes 
the step slowly, at the same time explaining the princi- 
ples ; he then commands : 1. Forward, 2, march. 

At the command forioard, throw the weight of the 
body upon the right leg without bending the left 
knee. 

At the command march, move the left leg smartly, 
but without jerk, carry the foot straight forward 30 
inches from the right, measuring from heel to heel, sole 
near the ground, knee straight and slightly turned out ; 
at the same time throw the weight of the body forward, 
and plant the foot without shock, w'eight of body rest- 
ing upon it ; next, in like manner, advance the right 
foot, and plant it as above ; continue the march, keep- 
ing the face to the front. The instructor indicates from 
time to time the cadence of the step by calling one, two, 
three, four ; or, left, right, the instant the left and 
right foot, respectively, should be planted. 

The cadence is at first given slowly, and gradually 
increased to that of quick time. 

33. To arrest the march : 1. Squad, 2. halt. 

At the command halt, given as either foot is coming 
to the ground, the foot in rear is brought up and planted 
without shock by the .side of the other. 

Double Time. 

34. The length of the full step in double time is 36 
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inches ; the cadence is at the rate of 180 steps per 
minute. 

35. To march in double time : 1. Forward, 2. Double 
time, 3. march. 

At the command forward, throw the weight of the 
body on the right leg; at the command double time, 
raise the hands until the forearms are horizontal, 
fingei’s closed, nails toward the body, elbows to the 
r aar. ' 

At the command march, carry forward the left foot, 
leg slightly bent, knee somewhat raised, and plant the 
foot 36 inches from the right ; then execute the same 
motion with the right foot; continue this alternate 
movement of the feet, throwing the weight of the body 
forward and allowing a natural swinging motion to 
the arms. The recruits are also exercised in running, 
the principles being the same as for double time. 

When rharching in double time and in running, the 
men breathe as much as possible through the nose, 
keeping the mouth closed. 

To Mark Time. 

36. Being in march : 1. Marls Time, 2. MARCH. 

At the command march, given as either foot is com- 
ing to the ground, continue the cadence and make a 
semblance of marching, without gaining ground, by 
alternately advancing each foot about half its length, 
and bringing it back on a line with the other. 

To resume the full step : 1. Forward, 2. march. 

Short Step. 

37. Being in march ; 1. Short Step, 2. march. , 

Take steps of fifteen inches. The full step is, resumed 

at the comrpands : 1. Forward, 2. march. 

The length of the short step in double time is 
eighteen inches. 
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Side step. 

38. Being at a halt : 1. Bight (or Left) Step, 2. MAKCH. 

Carry the right foot twelve inches to the right, keep- 
ing knees sti’aight and shoulders square to the front ; 
as soon as the right foot is planted, bring the left foot to 
the side of it, and continue the movement, observing, 
the cadence for each foot, as explained for quick time. 

The side step is not executed in double time. 

Back Step. 

39. Being at a halt: 1. Backward, 2. march. 

Step back with the left foot fifteen inches straight to 
the rear, measuring from heel to heel, then with the 
right, and so on, the feet alternating. 

At the command halt, bring back the foot in front to 
the side of the one in rear. The back step is used for 
short distances only and is not executed in double time. 

40. The short step, side step and back step may be 
executed from mark time and convei’sely. 

Change Step. 

41. Being in march : 1. Change step, 2. march. 

At the command march, given as the right foot comes 
to the ground, the left foot is advanced and planted ; 
the toe of the right is then advanced near the heel of 
the left, the recruit again stepping off with the left. 

The change on the right foot is similarly executed, 
the command march being given as the left foot 
strikes the ground. 

Covering and Marching on Points. 

42. The instructor selects two points on the ground 
and requires the recruits, in succession, to place them- 
selves so that the prolongation of the straight line 
through these points shall pass between their heels. 
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The instructor places himself in the rear of each re- 
cruit, points out the faults of his position, and causes 
him to cover accurately. 

When the recruits are able to cover the points, quickly 
and accurately, they are required, after covering, to 
march upon the points in quick and double time. The 
instructor remaining in rear of the recruit, observes his 
march ; when halted, the recruit corrects his covering, 
if necessary ; at the command fall out, he steps to one 
side. The other I’ecruits are halted near the same point, 
and when all have arrived the instructor, selecting new 
points, continues the exercise. 

Two recruits should also be established by the instruc- 
tor, one covering the other, and the others required to 
cover them at considerable distances apart ; the recruits 
should then be faced about and the exercise repeated 
in the new direction. 

It should be demonstrated to the recruits that they 
cannot march in a straight line without selecting two 
points in the desired direction and keeping them cov- 
ered while advancing. 

43. A distant and conspicuous landmark will next be 
selected as a point of direction ; the recruit will be re- 
quired to choose two intermediate points on the ground 
in line with the point of direction and to march upon it 
by covering these points, new points being selected as 
he advances. 



INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION with ARIVIS. 

44. The recruit should, as soon as possible, be taught 
the use of his rifle, its care and preservation. 

When fair progress has been mede in the Individual 
Instruction without Arms, the recruit will be taught 
the manual of arms ; instruction without arms and that 
with arms alternating. 
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Part of each drill with arms should be devoted to 
marching, 

45. The manual of arms is explained for double rank, 
but for the instruction of recruits it is first executed in 
single rank ; the instruction is given as herein pre^ 
scribed, substituting the word maw forj^Ze in the com- 
mands and explanations, and omitting reference to the 
rear rank. 

At the command fall in, the recruits, usually not ex- 
ceeding four, assemble (Par. 20), pieces at order arms. 

46. To prevent accidents, the chambers will be opened 
(Par, 83), whenever the squad is first formed, and again 
just before being dismissed. This rule is general. 

47. The cadence of the motions is that of quick time; 
the recruits will at first be required to give their whole 
attention to the details of the motions, the cadence being 
gradually acquired as they become accustomed to hand- 
ling their arms. 

The instructor will, at first, cause the men to execute 
the movements by themselves, without command, un- 
til they understand the details ; after this he will require 
them to execute the movements together at command. 

The movements relative to the cartridge fixing and 
unfixing bayonet, adjusting sight, breaking and form- 
ing stack, are executed with promptness and regularity, 
but not in cadence. 

48. Being at a halt, the movements are, for the pur- 
pose of instruction, divided into motions and executed 
in detail ; in this case the command of execution deter- 
mines the prompt execution of the first motion and the ■ 
commands, TWO, three, etc., that of the other mo- 
tions. 

To execute movements in detail, the instructor first 
cautions : By the numbers, all movements divided into 
motions are then executed as above explained until he 
cautions : Without the numbers, or commands move- 
ments other than those in the mapual of arms. 




SCHOOL OF THE SOLDIER. 



25 



MANUAL OF ARMS. 

General Rules. 

49. 1st. In resuming the carry from any position 
in the manual, the motion next to the last concludes 
with the left hand as high as the hollow of the right 
shoulder, fingers extended and joined, thumb close to 
forefinger, back of the hand to the front, elbow close to 
the body, right hand embi'acing the g'uard with thumb 
and forefinger ; the last motion consists in dropping the 
left hand by the side. 

2d. In all positions of the left hand at the balance 
(center of gravity, bayonet unfixed), the thumb is ex- 
tended along the stock, except at the port and charge 
bayonet. 

3d. In all positions of the piece in front of the 
center of the body, the barrel is to the rear and vertical. 
4th. The piece is habitually 
carried with the hammer at 
the safety notch. 

, 50. The I’ecruit being in the 
position of the soldier, the in- 
structor will first cause him to 
place his piece carefully in the 
following positions ; — 

Position of Order Arms. 

The butt rests evenly on the 
ground, arms hanging natur- 
ally, elbows near the body, right 
hand holding the piece between 
the thumb and fingers, first two 
fingers in front, the others in 
rear and opposite the seam of 
the trousers ; this Will incline 
the barrel forward and the toe pi. 3, Par. 50. 
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of the piece will be about one inch to the right and two 
inches to the rear of the right toe. 

Position of Carry Arms. 

The piece is in the right hand, thurnb and 
forefinger embracing the guard, the re- 
maining fingers closed together and grasp- 
ing the stock just under the hammer, which 
rests on the little finger ; barrel nearly ver- 
tical and resting against the shoulder, 
guard to the front ; arm hanging nearly 
at its full length, near the body. 

The instructor sees that the piece at the 
carry is neither too high nor too low ; if too 
high the piece will be unsteady ; if too low, 
the right arm will become fatigued and 
the shoulder will be drawn down. 

On first bearing arms the recruits are 
liable to derange their positions by lowering 
a shoulder or hip. The instructor endeav- 
Pl. 4, Par. 50. ors to correct these faults. 

51. Being at the order : 1, Carry, 2. arms. 

Raise the piece vertically with the right hand, grasp 
it at the same time with the left, above the right, i-esume 
the carry, (two.) Drop the left hand, 

52. Being at the carry : 1. Order, 2. arms. 

Advance the piece, grasp it with the left hand, fore- 
arm horizontal, let go with light hand ; lower the 
piece quickly with the left, regrasp it with the right 
above the balance, hand near the thigh, butt about 
three inches from the ground, left hand steadying the 
piece near the right, fingers extended and joined, fore- 
arm and wrist straight and inclined downward, (two.) 
Lower the piece gently to the ground with the right 
hand, drop the left by the side and take the position of 
order arms. 
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53. Being at the carry: 1. Present, 2. arms. 

Carry the piece with the right hand, in 

front of the center of the body, at the same 
time grasp it with the left hand at the bal- 
ance, forearm horizontal and resting against 
the body, (two.) Gi’asp the small of the 
stock with the right hand below and against 
the guard. 

1. Carry, 2. arms. 

Resume the carry. (TWO.) Drop the left 
hand. 

54. Being at the carry or order : 1. Right 
shoulder, 2. arms. 

Raise the piece vertically 
with the right hand, grasp it 
with the left at the balance, 
and raise this hand till it is at 
the height of the chin ; at the 
same time embrace the butt 
with the right hand, toe be- 
tween the first two fingers, ’ ’ 
the other fingers under the plate, bai’rel 
same inclination to the front as at the 
order, (two.) Raise the piece and place it 
I I on the right shoulder, lock plate up, muz- 
I I zle elevated and inclined to the left, so 
L I that, viewed from the front, the line of 
^ the stock, from toe to guard, shall appear 
fyj nearly parallel to the row of buttons ; slip 
the left hand down to the lock plate. 
(three.) Drop the left hand by the side. 

55 .Being at the light shoulder : 1 . C arry, 
2. ARMS. 

Carry the butt slightly to the left and 
lower the piece with the right hand ; grasp 
it with the left at the balance, hand at 
PI. 6, PaFsi. the height of chin, barrel to the rear, and 
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at the same inclination to the front as at' the order. 
(two.) Resume the carry, (three.) Drop the left hand. 

56. Being at the right shoulder: 1. Order, 3. arms. 
Take the first position of carry from right shoulder. 
(two.) Lower the piece with the left hand at the same 
time regrasping* it with the right above the balance, 
and take the first position of order from carry, (three,) 
Take the position of order arms. 

57. Being at the carry or order : 
1. Port, 3. arms. 

Raise and throw the piece diagonally 
across the body, lockplate to the front; 
grasp it smartly with both hands, the 
right, palm down at the small of stock ; 
the left, palm up, at the balance, thumb 
clasping piece ; barrel sloping to the left 
and crossing opposite the middle of left 
shoulder ; right forearm horizontal ; 
forearms and piece near the body. 

1. Carry, 3. arms. 

Resume the cany, (two.) Drop the 
left hand. 

Being at the port : 1. Order, 3. arms. 
Take the second and third positions 
of order from right shoulder. 

58. Being at the right shoulder ; 1. 
Port, 3. arms. 

Take the first position of carry from 
iTght shoulder, (two.) Take the position 
of port arms. ' ' 

1. Right shoulder, 3. arms. 

Take the second and third positions of right shoulder 
from the carry. 

The Rests. 

59. Fall out. Rest and ease, are executed as with- 
out arms. i 
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On resuming the attention, take the position of order 
arms. 

, 60. Being at the order ; 1. Parade, 

2. REST. 

Carry the right foot six inches straight 
' to the rear, left knee slightly bent, carry 
the muzzle in front of the center of the 
body, barrel to the left ; grasp the piece 
with the left hand just above and with 
the right at the upper band. 

1. Squad, 2. attention. 

Resume the order, the left hand quitting 
the piece opposite the right breast. 

61. To dismiss the squad, with arms : 

I 1. Port, 2. ARMS, 3. DISMISSED. 

62. Being at the carry : 

^ 1. Fix, 2. BAYONET. 

Grasp the piece with the 
left hand, forearm horizontal; 
carry it to the left side, butt p, q p «« 
striking the ground on a line ■ > ar. . 
with the heels, piece inclined to the front, 
left wrist pressing bayonet scabbard 
against the thigh ; carry light hand to the 
shank of the bayonet; draw the bayonet 
and fix it on the barrel, glancing at the 
muzzle ; drop the right hand by the side. 
1. Carry, 2. arms. 

Raise the piece with the left hand and 
resume the carry, (two.) Drop the left 
hand. 

63. Being at the carry: 1. Unfix, 

2. BAYONET. 

PI 9 Par 62 Carry the piece to the left side as in fix 
j ' ’ ' ' bayonet, and place the forefinger of the right 

I hand against the clasp of the bayonet ; unclasp the 
^ bayonet ; grasp it by the shank, wrest it from the bar- 
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rel ; glancing at the scabbard, return the bayonet, and 
drop the light hand by the side. 

The carry arms is executed as from fix bayonet. 

Bayonets are fixed and unfixed from the order, by the 
same commands as from the carry, the piece being shift- 
ed from the right to the left side. To return to the carry, 
or order; 1. Carry, 2. arms; or, 1. Order, 2. arms. 

In fixing and unfixing bayonet from the order, and 
in returning to the order, the hands change in front of 
the center of the body, the left hand grasping the piece 
above the right. 

64. Being at the port : 1. Unfix, 2. bayonet. 

As from the carry, quitting the piece with the right 



hand and lowering it with the left. 

65. The rod bayonet is fixed and unfixed from the 
order only without moving the piece, grasp the rough- 
ened end of the bayonet with the thumb and forefinger 
of the left hand, slip the right hand to the spring but- 
ton, thumb and forefinger resting on the roughenec’ 

ends ; press the but- 
ton, draw out (or 
push in), the bayo- 
same 

\ \ I time releasing the 

/ww' I tx pressure on the 

spring, which will 
automatically catch 
the bayonet ; resume the position of 

V » 66. If marching, the bayonet is fixed 

I / 1 ' and unfixed in the most expeditious and 
fj U convenient manner. 

r' 67. Being at the carry : 1. Charge, 

\ 'Ll 2. BAYONET, 

a r Half face to the right, carrying the 

heel six inches to the rear and three 
PI. 10, Par. 67. inches to the right of the left, turn- 
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ing the toes of both feet slightly inward; at the same 
time drop the piece into the left hand at the balance, 
thumb clasping piece, elbow against the body, point of 
bayonet at the height of the chin, right hand grasping 
small of stock and supporting it firmly against the right 
hip, body inclining slightly forward. 

1. Carry, 2. arms. 

Resume the carry, at the same time facing to the 
front, (two.) Drop the left hand. 

5 . 68 . Being at the order : 1. Charge, 2. bayonet. 

Raise the piece with the right hand, grasp it with the 
left at the balance, and take the position of charg’e 
bayonet. 

1. Order, 2. arms. 

Let go the piece with the right hand and lower it 
with the left to the first position of order from carry, at 
the same time facing to the front, (two.) Resume the 
order. 

‘ Positions Kneeling and Lying Down. 

69. The movements of 

kneeling, lying down and 
rising are first taught with- 
out arms ; they are exe- 
cuted as with arms, except 
that in the position kneel- 
ing the right hand rests on 
the right thigh, and in 
moving to and from the PI. 11, Par. 69. 

lying position the right ■ 

,hand is placed on the ground ; in the position lying down 
the forearms are against each other on the ground, left 
arm in front. 

70. At the commands kneel, lie down or rise, the 
hammer will first be lowered to the safety notch, if not 
already there. This rule is general. 

71. Being at the order : kneel. 

Each front rank man half faces to the right, carrying 
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right foot so that the toe shall be 
about ten inches to the rear and ten 
inches to the left of left heel; kneel 
on I’ight knee, bending the left, left 
toe slightly inclined to the right, 
right leg pointing directly to the 
right ; weight of body resting on right 
heel ; place left forearm across left 
thigh, hand hanging naturally ; the 
piece remains in the position of order 
arms, right hand grasping it above 
the balance. This is the position of 
order kneeling. 

Each rear rank man steps off oh- 
PI. iv*. Par. ri. liquely to the right with the left foot, 
planting the toe opposite the middle of the interval to 
his right and in line with the left heel of his front rank 
man, at the same time placing the butt of his piece 
against his left toe; he then kneels as prescribed for 
the front rank. * 

72. Being at the order kneeling : rise. .. 

Rise and take the position of order arms ; the rear * 
rank men covering their file leaders. , 

73. Being at 
the order 
kneeling: lie 
DOWN. 

Each front 
rank man 
places the 
right knee 

against the left heel, (two.) Draw back the left foot and 
place the knee on the ground ; place the left hand well 
forward on the ground and lie flat on the belly, thus in- 
clining the body about thirty-five degrees to the right ; 
the piece is lowered at the same time with the right ha.nd, 
toe resting on the ground, barrel up, left hand at the bal- 
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ance, left elbow on the ground, right hand at the small 
of the stock, opposite the neck. This, is the position 
lying down. 

The rear rank men move back one pace and lie down 
as prescribed for the front rank. 

74. Being in position lying down; rise. 

Reverse the second motion of lie down. (Par. 73.) 
(two.) Rise as from the order kneeling. , (Par, 72.) 

75. Being at the order standing : lie down. 

Each front rank man takes the position of order 
kneeling, except that the right knee is placed against 
the left heel, (two.) Execute the second motion of lie 
down. fPar. 73.) 

The rear rank men step back one pace and lie down 
as prescribed for the front rank. 

76. Being in position lying down : kneel, 

Execute the first motion of 

rise (Par, 74) and take the po- 
sition of order kneeling. 

To Load. 

77. Being in line, standing 
at the carry or order : load. 
Each rear rank man steps off obliquely 
to the right with the left foot, planting 
the toe opposite uie uiiddlc the inter- 
val to his right and in line with the ief% 
heel of his front rank man ; the front 
rank men half face to the right ; both 
ranks then carry the right heel six inches 
to the rear and three inches to the right 
of the left heel, turning the toes of both 
feet slightly inward, at the same time 
raise the piece with the right hand, di'op 
it into the left at the balance, muzzle at 

PI. 14, Par. 77. the height of the chin, left elbow against 
the body, small of the stock; at the waist; place the 
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right thumb on the head of the hammer, forefinger on 
the trigger, the other fingers against the small of 
the stock, and half cock the piece, lower the muzzle, 
barrel sloping downward at an angle of about twenty- 
five degrees, at the same time open chamber ; look 
toward the chamber, remove the cartridge shell if 
necessary ; take a cartridge between the thumb and 
first two fingers, place it in the bore, pressing it home 
with the thumb ; close chamber with the right thumb, 
cast the eyes to the front, carry the right hand to the 
small of the stock and raise the muzzle to the height 
of the chin. The last position is the position of load. 

78. If kneeling', the left forearm rests across the left 
-thigh. If lying down the left hand steadies the piece, 
toe resting on the ground. 

79. Boxes are closed after executing the order or order 
kneeling. 

80. Being in the position of load: 1. Squad, 2. ready. 

Cock the piece with the right thumb, and return the 

thumb to the small of the stock. 

81. The piece may be brought to a ready from any 
position by the same comrnands ; in executing it, first 
take the position of load. (Pars. 77 and 78.) 

82. Being in position of load or ready: 1. Order, 2, arms. 

Lower the hammer to the safety notch, and take the 

order as from charge bayonet ; the rear rank men then 
step back and cover their file leaders. If kneeling, lower 
the hammer to the safety notch and take the order 
kneeling. 

83. To ascertain if any of the pieces are loaded, the 
instructor causes them to be brought to the port and 
commands: 1. Open, 2. chamber. 

Half cock the piece, Open chamber, and return the 
hand to the small of the stock. 

Each man, as soon as his piece is examined, closes 
chamber with the right thumb, lowers the hammer to 
the safety notch, and returns the hand to the small of 




SCHOOL OF THE SOLDIER. 



35 



■ the stock. If the instructor does not examine the pieces, 
he commands : 1. Close, 2. chamber ; at which cham- 
bers are closed, hammers lowered to safety notch and 
the port resumed. 

n 84. Being in any position, pieces loaded ; 1. Draw, 2. 

CARTRIDGE. 

Executed as prescribed for loading (Pars. 77 and 78), 
except that the cartridge is withdrawn and returned to 
the box or belt, and the hammer lowered to the safety 
^ notoll. 

To Aim and Fire. 



85. Being at the ready: 

Raise the piece with 
both hands and support 
firmly against 

'I 11^ hollow of the right shoulder, right 

thumb extended along the stock, barrel 
horizontal ; slip the left hand back to 
guard, little finger resting against 
I m / bottom of the thumb piece of the 

IJm I latch; left elbow resting against 

K /£ j the body and as far to the right as it 

A V r ( placed with ease, right elbow as 

I y I I high as the shoulder; incline the head 

I Lk 1 slightly forward and a little to the right, 

life 1 cheek resting against the stock, left 

eye closed, right eye looking through 
1^1 K OR notch of rear sight, so as to perceive 

■ ’ ■ the top of the front sight; second joint 

of forefinger resting lightly against the front of the 
trigger, but not pi’essing it. 

Each rear rank man aims through the interval at the 
right of his file leader, and inclines slightly forward, to 
advance the muzzle of his piece beyond the front rank. 
When lying down in double rank, the rear rank men do 
not aim nor fire. 
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86. FIRE. 

Press the finger against the trigger; fire without de- 
ranging the aim and without lowering or turning the 
head, 

87. LOAD. 

Lower the piece and 
load. fPar. 77.) 

88. The exercise is con- 
tinued by the commands: 

2. READY, 3, AIM, 4. FIRE, 




PI. 16, Par. 90. 



Squad, 

LOAD, 

89. To accustom the recruits in the 
position of aim, to wait for the com- 
mand 1. Recover, 2. arms. 

At the command recover, withdraw 
the finger from the trigger; at the' 
command arms, take the position of 
ready. 

90. In aim- 
ing kneeling, 
the left elbow 
'rests upon the 
left knee, 
point of elbow 
in front of 




PI. 17, Par. 90. 



knee cap. 

In aiming lying down, raise the piece with both 
hands and slip it through the left to the lock plate ; 
rest on both elbows and press the butt firmly against 
the right shoulder; in recovering arms, the piece is 
held as in load. 

91. When the recruits are thoroughly instructed in 
the adjustments of the sight, .and the principles of aim- 
ing as laid down in the Firing Regulations for Small 
Arms, they will be required to aim, using the different 
lines of sight. For this purpose the instructor com- 
mands :1. At (so many ) yards, 2. Squad, 3. ready, 4, aim. 
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At the first command, both ranks take the position 
for loading and adjust the sight with the right hand ; 
then raise the muzzle to the height of the chin. 

The instructor assures himself by careful inspection 
that each man sets his sight at the range indicated ; 
when satisfied that the subject is fully comprehended, 
he will exercise the men in aiming at a designated ob- 
ject. For this purpose he commands : 1. At that tree 

(or At ), 2. At (so many) yards, 3. Squad, 4. 

READY, 5. AIM. 

At the first command, fix the eyes on the object in- 
dicated ; at the second command, adjust the sight and 
immediately fix the eyes upon the object again. 

92. In order not to mislead the men, the distance an- 
nounced in the command 'should be, as nearly as possi- 
ble, the true distance of the objective. By changing 
the objective, all the different lines of sight may be 
used ; the men should be practiced in aiming at objects 
above and below them. 



93. The recruits are at first taught to load 
and fire without using cartridges ; after a 
few lessons, they should use dummy cart- ' 
ridges, and when well instructed the drill 
may close with a few rounds of blank f i 
cartridges. 

94. No cartridges will be used, except 

when indicated in the first command, thus ; | ^ 

1. With dummy (blank or ball) cartridges, 

2. LOAD. This rule is general. 

Rifle Salute. ^ 

95. ' Being at the carry ; 1. Rifle, 2. salute. IlL [ 
Carry the left hand smartly to the hollow f 

of the right shoulder, forearm horizontal, N 

palm of the hand down, thumb and fingers \ . 

extended and joined, forefinger against the 

piece, (two.) Drop the left hand by the side. pi. is, Par. 96. 




38 SCHOOL OF THE SOLDIER. 

Inspection of Cartridge Boxes and Arms. 

96. Being at the order ; 1. Open, 2. boxes. 

Steady the piece by grasping it with the left hand 
near the muzzle, forearm horizontal ; open the box with 
the right hand and resume the order. 

In a similar manner each man, as his box is inspected, 
closes it and resumes the order. 

97. Being at the order : 1. Inspection, 2. arms. 

At the command arms, bayonets are fixed and cart- 
ridge boxes opened. 

Each man, as the inspector approaches him, executes 
port arms and open chamber. 

The inspector takes the piece (the man dropping the 
hands by the sides), inspects and hands it back to the 
man, who receives it with the left hand at the balance, 
resumes the port, closes chamber, brings the hammer to 
the safety notch, unfixes bayonet and returns to the order. 

With the ramrod bayonet, the piece is brought to 
the order and the bayonet is then unfixed. 

As the inspector returns the piece, the next man 
executes inspection arms, and so on through the squad. 

■ \ Should the piece be inspected without handling, the 

An closes chamber, brings the hammer to the safety 
notch, unfixes bayonet and returns to the order, when 
the inspector passes to the next man who immediately 
executes inspection arms. 

The inspection of arms begins on the right, after 
which the inspector may pass in rear and inspect boxes 
from left to right. 

Boxes are closed as soon as inspected. 

To Unsling and Sling Knapsacks. 

•98, Arms being stacked : 1. Unsling, 2. knapsack. 

At the command unsling, the front rank moves back 
one step (Par. 39) to clear the stacks, and faces about; 
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the rear rank at the same time moves back three steps; 
all the men unhook the right hand strap. 

At the command knapsach, remove the knapsacks, 
the four men whose pieces are in the same stack lean- 
ing' their khapsacks, flaps outward, one against another 
in the form of a square. 

The knapsacks of the guides and file closers are placed 
each against the nearest pile. 

1. Sling, 2. knapsack. 

At the command sling, each man takes his knapsack 
and, standing erect, holds it by the straps, the flap next 
to the knees ; at the command knapsack, places the 
knapsack on the back, the front rank facing about and 
stepping up to the stacks, the rear rank closing to fac- 
ing distance. 

Note. — The word knapsack will be used in the com- 
mands for all patterns of packs. 

Stack Arms. 

99. Stacks will not be made with the bayonet if the 
rifles have the stacking swivel, 

100. Three pieces only are used in making a stack; 
pieces not so used are, in this connection, termed loose 
pieces. 

Preparatoi'y to stacking arms, the squad must have 
counted fours (Par. 186), and must be in line at the order. 

With the Stacking Swivel. 

101. 1. Stack,' 2. ARMS. 

At the command stack, each even number of the front 
rank raises his piece with the right hand, grasps it with 
the left at the upper band, and rests the butt between 
his feet, barrel to the front, muzzle inclining slightly to 
the front and opposite the center of the interval on his 
right, the thumb and forefinger raising the stacking- 
swivel ; each even number of the rear rank then passes 
his piece, barrel to the rear, to his file leader, who 
grasps it between the bands with his right hand and 
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throws the butt twenty-eig-ht inches in advance of his 
own and opposite the middle of the interval, the right 
hand slipping to the upper baud, the thumb and fore- 
finger raising the stacking swivel, which he engages 
with that of his own piece ; each odd number of the 
front rank raises his piece with the right hand, barrel 
to the front, the left hand guiding the stacking swivel, 
which he holds near the stacking swivel of the other 
pieces. 

At the command arms, each odd number of the front 
rank engages the lower hook of his swivel with the free 
hook of the swivel of the even number of the rear rank; 
he then turns the barrel outward and downward, into the 
angle formed by the other two pieces, and rests the butt 
between his feet. 

The stacks beingformed, the pieces of the odd numbers 
in the rear rank are passed to the even numbers in the 
front rank, who lay them on the stacks. The pieces of 
the guides and the file closers are laid on the stacks at 
the same time. 

The men having quitted their pieces, take the position 
of the soldier. 

The instructor may then rest or dismiss the squad, 
leaving the arms stacked. 

On assembling, the men take their places in rear of the 
stacks. 

102. l.sTahe, 2. arms. 

At the command take, the loose pieces are returned; 
each even number of the front rank then grasps his own 
piece with the left hand, the piece of his rear rank man 
with the right hand, grasping both between the bands ; 
each odd number of the front rank grasps his piece in 
the same way with the idght hand. 

At the command arms, each odd number of the front 
rank disengages his own piece by turning it to the idght; 
each even number of the front rank disengages his 
piece by turning it to the left ; the butts are then raised 
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from the ground, each even number of the front rank 
passes the piece of his rear rank man to him, and all 
resume the order. 

With the Bayonet. 

103. 1. 8tacl% 2, ARMS, 

At the command stacJc, each even number of the front 
rank raises his piece with the i-ight hand and grasps it 
with the left between the bands and holds the butt six 
inches above the space between his feet, barrel to the 
rear, muzzle inclining slightly to the frontand opposite 
the center of the interval on his right ; each even num- 
ber of the I’ear rank then passes his piece, barrel to the 
right, to his file leader, who grasps it between the bands 
with his right hand and places the shank of the bayonet 
upon that of his own ; each odd number of the front 
rank raises his piece with the right hand, barrel to the 
fx’ont, and places the shank of his bayonet in the angle 
formed by the bayonets of the other two pieces ; the 
butts of all the pieces are about six inches from the 
ground. 

At the command arms, each even number of the front 
rank, with his right hand, passes the butt of the piece of 
his rear rank man twenty-eight inches in advance of his 
own and opposite the middle of the interval, passing it 
between the butts of the other pieces ; the stack is then 
lowered, the front rank men resting the butts of their 
own pieces between their feet. 

The stacks being formed, the pieces of the odd num- 
bers of the rear I’ank are passed to the even numbers of 
the front rank, who lay them on the stacks. The pieces 
of the guides and file closers are laid on the stacks at 
the same time. 

The men having quitted their pieces take the posi- 
tion of the soldier. 

104. 1. Take, 2. arms. 

At the command take, the loose pieces are returned ; 
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each even number of the front rank then grasps his own 
piece with the left hand, the piece of his rear rank man 
with the right hand, grasping both between the bands ; 
each odd number of the front rank grasps his own piece 
in the same way with the right hand. 

At the command arms, raise the butts from the ground 
and disengage the pieces; each even number of the front 
rank passes the piece of his rear rank man to him, and 
all resume the order. 

105. Being in single rank, arms are stacked and taken 
on the same principles as in double rank ; at the pre- 
paratory command number three steps back and covers 
number two ; numbers two and three execute what has 
been explained for the even numbers of the front and 
rear rank respectively ; number three then resumes his 
place; number one uses his piece as explained for the odd 
number of the front rank. The piece of number four is 
passed as explained for the odd numbers of the rear rank. 

106. The following positions of the piece are intended 
mainly for use in extended order and route marches. 
Whenever the commands for any of these positions are 
given, the piece will be shifted in the most convenient 
manner ; reducing the movements to regular motions 
and cadence is prohibited. 

107. 1. Trail, 2. arms. 

The piece is grasped with the right hand, just above 
the balance, right arm slightly bent, barrel up, muzzle 
inclined slightly to the front. 

When it can be done without danger or inconven- 
ience to others, as on the firing line, the piece may be 
grasped at the balance and the muzzle lowered until the 
piece is horizontal. A similar position in the left hand 
may then be used. 

108. 1. Left shoulder, 2. arms. 

The pieqe rests on the left shoulder, barrel up, muzzle 
elevated so as not to interfere with the men in rear, trig- 
ger guard in front of and near the shoulder, left hand 
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embracing the butt, heel between the first 
and second fingers, elbow down. 

109. 1. Sling, 2. kkm. 

The right arm is passed between the rifle 
and the sling which rests upon the shoulder, 
piece in rear of the shoulder and nearly 
vertical, muzzle up ; right hand steadying 
the piece. 

4 On route marches, the piece may be 
*'i. slung on the left shoulder. The gun sling 
shopld never be so tight- 
ly drawn that it cannot 
be readily adjusted. 

110. 1. Secure, 2. arms. 

The piece is held in 
the right hand at the 
balance, barrel up, slop- 
ing downward and to 
the front; right hand 
supported against the 
front of the hip, upper arm against 
the stock. A corresponding position 
in the left hand may be used. 

111. When the recruits are at first 
exercised in mai’ching with arms, 
the instructor orders the pieces into 
position before putting the squad 
PI. 30, Par. no. in march and before passing from 
quick to double time; he also causes the recruits 
to be at quick time at the carry before ordering the 
halt. 

\112. When the marchings and manual of arms are 
thoroughly understood, the following general rules 
govern : 

1st. If at the order, bring the piece to the right 
shoulder at the preparatory command, for marching in 
quick time. 
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2d. If at the order or carry, Bring the piece te 
the right shoulder at the comnaand : Double time. 

3d. A disengaged band in double time is held as 
when without arms. 

4th. If at the right shoulder, left shoulder, or 
trail, bring the piece to the order on halting ; the exe- 
cution of the order and halt commence at the same 
instant. 

5th. When the facings, side step, back step, align- , 
ments, open and close ranks, and loadings are executed 
from the order, raise the piece to the trail while in 
motion, and resume the order on halting. When this 
rule applies to other rhovements, it is therein 
stated. ^ 

113. In the battle exercises, or whenever circum-^ 
stances require, the regular positions of the manual '' 
of arms and the firings may be ordered without regard 
to the previous position of the piece ; such movements 
as are not in the manual will be executed without re- 
gard to motions or cadenbe. It is laid down as a prin- 
ciple that the effective use of the weapon is not to be 
impeded by the formalities of'drill. 

THE SQUAD. 

114. The movements are explained for double rank, 

with arms ; in the instruction of recruits, however, the 
movements are first executed in single rank, without 
arms; the instruction is given as herein prescribed by 
substituting the word unan tor file in the commands and 
explanations, and omitting reference to the rear rank 
and the position of the piece. _ ' i 

115. The recruits ai*e divided into groups of about 
seven men, to represent squads, each under the com-’ 
mand of a corporal, who is the instructor. (Par. 12.) 

The object is to give the corporal the confidence and 
experience necessary to qualify him as squad leader, 
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while at the same time teaching’ the i-ecruits the move- 
ments in close and extended order. 

The corporal, as squad leader, is posted as the left 
man in the front rank. (See Par. 9.) The rear l ank 
man, who covers the coi’poral, steps into the front rank 
whenever the latter leaves his place ; this file remains 
blank until the corporal resumes his place in 
ranks. 

116. When the guide is announced in the command, 
the man on the designated flank conducts the marcli, 
but in no other respect acts as guide. 

To accustom the recruits to their duties in all posi- 
tions their places will frequently be changed. 

117. A double or single rank faced to a flank is called 
a column of fdes. (See, also. Par. 215.) 

118. In line, the distance between ranks, from back to 
breast, is facing distance ; on rough ground, and when 
marching in double time, it is increased to 36 inches; 
the rear rank closes to facing distance upon halting. 

When the knapsack is worn, the distance is increased 
by the depth of the knapsack. 

To Size and Form the Squad. 

119. Being in single rank at the order, the instructor 
faces the squad to the right, arranges the men accord- 
ing to height, tallest man in front, and commands : 1. 
In two ranks form squad, 2. march, 3. front. 

At the command marcli the first man faces to the 
left ; the second man places himself in the rear rank 
covering the first; both place the left hand above the 
hip (Par. 19) ; the other men close in quick time, and 
form alternately in front and rear rank, as explained 
for the first two, each man facing to the left upon 
arriving at his proper place ; then dressing to the 
right. 

All the men having formed, the instructor com- 
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mands : front. The men turn the head and eyes tc 
the front and drop the left hand by the side. 

The squad having been sized, the men are cautioned 
to take the same relative positions, when the squad is 
formed thereafter. 

120. To form the squad, the corporal places himself 
in front of where the center is to be formed, makes the 
signal for the assembly, or commands : fall in. 

The men assemble in their proper places in d6uble 
rank ; arras at the order. 

Alignments. 

121. The alignments are first taught by requiring the 
recruits to align themselves, man by man, upon two 
files established as a base. 

Being at the carry or order; 1. Two files from the 
right (or left) three paces to the front, 2. march, 3. 
NEXT, 4. FRONT. 

At the command march, the first two files on the 
right march three paces to the front, halt, exe- 
cute eyes right, and place the left hand above 
the hip (Par. 19); tlie instructor aligns them, sees 
that the rear rank men cover their file lead 
ers, and then causes the remaining files to move 
up successively on this alignment, each by the com- 
mand next. 

At the command next, the next file marches threi 
paces to the front, each man shortening the last step so 
as to find himself about six inches in rear of the new align- 
ment, which must never be passed ; he then executes 
eyes right, places the left hand above the hip, and tak- 
ing steps of two or three inches, moves up, placing his 
arm lightly against the elbow of the man on his right, 
so that his eyes and shoulders shall be in line with 
those of the men on his right. 

The instructor sees that each man observes the 
principles of the alignment, and when the last file has 
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^arrived on the line, verifies the alignment of both ranks 
from the right flank and orders up or back, such men 
as may be in rear or in advance of the line ; only the 
men designated move. 

At the command front, giv^en when the ranks are 
aligned, the men cast thei^r eyes to the front and drop the 
left hand; all movement in the ranks must then cease. 

In dressing to the left, each man places himself so 
that his left elbow touches lightly the arm of tfie man 
on his left. 

122. In the first drills, the basis of the alignment is 
established parallel to the front of the squad, and after- 
ward in oblique directions. 

In order to habituate the recruit to his interval in 
line, the left hand is placed above the hip in all align- 
ments in the School of the Soldier. 

123. The recruits having learned to align them- 
selves, man by man, the instructor establishes the 
base files and aligns the squad by the commands : 
1. Eight (or left), 2. dress, 3. front. 

At the command dress, all the men except the base 
files, move forward and dress up to the line, as pre- 
.viously explained. 

The rear rank men cover in file, at facing distance, 
.and cast their eyes to the right. 

The instructor verifies the alignment and gives the 
command : Front. All the men then turn the head 
and eyes to the front and drop the left hand. 

124. Alignments to the rear are executed on the same 
principles: 1. Right (or left)backward, 2. dress, 3. front. 

The men step back, halt a little in rear of the line of 
the base files, and immediately dress up by steps of 
two or three inches. . 

125. To execute the alignments, using the side step, 
the instructor establishes the base files a few paces to 
the right or left of the squad and commands : 1. Right 
(or left) step, 2. Right (or left), 3. dress, 4. front. 

4 
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At the command dress, the men execute the side 
step, close toward the base files, and dress as already- 
explained. 

126. When the squad dresses quickly and well, the 
guide alone is first established. 

• In dressing, the first two or three files are accurately- 
aligned as quickly as possible, to afford a base for the 
rest of the squad. 

MARCHINGS. 

To March in Line, 

127. Being in line at a halt : 1. Forward, 2. Guide 
(right or left), 3. march. 

The men step off, the guide marching straight to the 
front ; the rear rank men cover their file leaders and 
follow them at facing distance. 

The in'- tructor sees that the men preserve the inter- 
val toward the side of the guide ; that they yield to 
pressure from that side and resist pressure from the 
opposite direction; that by slightly shortening or 
leng *-.hening the step, they gradually recover the align- 
ment, and by slightly opening out or closing in, they 
gradually recover the interval, if lost; that while 
habitually keeping the head to the front, they may 
occasionally glance toward the side of the guide to 
assure themselves of the alignment and interval, but 
that the head is turned as little as possible for this 
purpose. 

To change the guide : Guide (left or right). 

128. If the men lose step, the instructor commands : 
STEP. 

The men glance toward the side of the guide, retake 
the step and cast their eyes to the front. 

To March Backward. 

129. Being at a halt : 1. Backward, 2. Guide (right 
or left), 3. MARCH, 
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To March to the Rear. 

130. Being' in march : 1. !To the Rear, 2. march, 3. 
Guide {right or left). 

At the command march, given as the right foot 
strikes the ground, advance and plant the left foot ; then 
turn on the balls of both feet, face to the right about 
and immediately step off with the left foot. 

If marching in double time, turn to the right about, 
taking four short steps in place, keeping the cadence, 
and then step off with the left foot. 

To March by the Flank, in Column of Files. 

131. Being in line at a halt ; 1. Right (or left), 3. 
FACE, 3, Forward, 4. march, 

If marching : 1. By the right (or left) flank, 2. march 

At the command march, given as the right foot 
strikes the ground, advance and plant the left foot, 
then face to the right in marching and step off in the 
new direction with the right foot. 

In each file the front rank man is the guide ; the men 
cover in file and keep closed to facing distance. 

To halt the column of files : 1. Squad, 2. halt ; and 
to face it to the front : 3. Left (or right), 4. face. 

Marching in Column of Files, to March in Line. 

133. 1. By the right (or left) flank, 3. march, 3. Guide 
{right or left). 

To Change Direction in Column of Files. 

133. Being in march : 1. Column right (or left) ; or, 1. 
Column half right (or half left), 3. march. 

The leading &e wheels to the right, the pivot man 
shortening two or three steps and moving over a quar- 
ter, or an eighth of a circle, whose radius is about 
eighteen inches ; the other files follow the first and 
wheel on the same ground. 
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If at a halt: 1. Forward, 2. Column right {or left), 
3. MARCH ; or, 2. Column half right (or half left), 3. 

MARCH. 

The Oblique March. 

134. For the instruction of I’ecruits, the squad being 
correctly aligned, the instructor will face the squad 
half right or half left, point out to the men their rela- 
tive positions and explain that these are to be main- 
tained in the oblique march. 

135. Being in line at a halt, or marching : 1. Right 
{or left) oblique, 2. march. 

Each man half faces to the right, at the same time 
stepping oflf in the new direction. He preserves his 
relative position, keeping his shoulders parallel to those 
of the man next on his right, and so regulates his step 
as to make the head of this man conceal the heads of 
the other men in the rank ; the ranks remain parallel 
to their original front. 

The rear rank conforms to the foregoing, each man 
marching so as to cover his file leader upon resuming 
the original direction. 

At the command halt, the men halt, faced to the front. 

To resume the original direction ; 1. Forward, 2. 

MARCH. 

The men half face to the left in marching and then 
move straig’ht to the front. 

If marking time while obliquing, the oblique march 
is resumed by the commands : 1. Oblique. 2. march. 

The short step will not be used in the oblique march. 

136. In the oblique march, the guide is always with- 
out indication, on the side toward which the oblique is 
made. On resuming the direct march the guide is 
without indication on the side it was previous to the 
oblique. 

If the oblique be executed from a halt, the guide is 
announced on taking the direct march in line. 

These rules are general. 
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137. The column of files obliques by the same com- 
mands and means. 

To March in Double Time. 

138. Being' in line at a halt ; 1. Forward, 2. Guide 
[right or left), 3. Double time, 4. march. 

To Pass from Quick to Double Time and the Reverse. 

139. 1. Double time, 2. march. 

At the command march, given as the left foot strikes 
the ground, advance the right foot in quick time, and 
step off with the left foot in double time. 

To resume quick time : 1. Quicklime, 2. march. 

At the command march, given as either foot is com- 
ing to the ground, the squad resumes quick time. 

TURNINGS, 

To Turn and Halt. 

140. Marching in line : 1. Squad right (or left), 2. 
march, 3. FRONT. 

At the command march, the right file halts and the 
front rank man or pivot faces to ll.c right ; the other 
files half face to the right in inarching, and without 
changing the length or cadence of the .step place them- 
selves successively vipon tlie alignment established by 
the right file ; all dress to the right without command. 
The instructor verifies the alignment from the pivot 
flank and commands : front. 

The rear rank men confoi-m to the movements of 
their file leaders. 

If at a halt, the movement is executed in the same 
manner ; if at the order and the movement is executed 
in quick time, the pieces are held at the trail while in 
motion. 

Squad half right (or half left) is executed in the same 
manner, except that the pivot makes a half face to the 
right. 
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To Turn and Advanpe. 

141. Marching in line : 1. Bight (or left) turn, 2. 

MARCH, 8. Forward, 4. march, 5. Guide (right or left). 

At the second command, the front rank man on the 
right, who is the guide, marches by the right flank, 
taking the short step without changing the cadence; 
the other men half face to the right in marching, and 
moving by the shortest line successively place them- 
selves on the new line, when they take the short step. 

The rear rank men conform to the movements of 
their file leaders. When the last man has arrived on 
the new line, the fourth command is given, when all 
resume the full step. 

Puring the turn, the guide is without command on 
the pivot flank. The guide is announced on resuming 
the full step. 

If at a halt, the movement is similarly executed, and 
in quick time, unless the command double time be given. 

Right (or left) half turn is executed in the same nian- 
ner, except that the guide makes a half face to the right. 

Should the command halt be given during the execu- 
tion of the movement, those men on the new line halt ; 
the others halt on arriving on the line ; all di’ess to the 
right without command. 

The instructor verifies the alignment from the pivot 
flank and commands : front. ’ , 

FIRINGS. 

142. The post of the instructor is three paces in rear 
of the squad, but in actual firing he places himself 
where he can best make himself heard and at the same 
time observe the effect of the fire ; the objective should 
be in plain view and so designated as to be easily dis- 
tinguished by all, 

143. The commands for firing are the same whether 
the squad be standing, kneeling or lying down. The 
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commands fox’ kneeling or lying down precede the 
commands for firing. 

144. At the pi^eparatoi’y command for firing, the 
squad being in line standing’, the rear I’ank men close, 
as explained for loading (Par. 77) ; and the cai’ti’idge' 
box if worn is slipped to the hip and opened ; it is 
closed and replaced after executing- eease firing. 

If o! ley Firing. 

145. The squad being in line fi-onting the object to 
be fired upon, pieces loaded ; 1. Fire by squad, 2. At 
(such an object), 8 . At (so many) yards, 4. Squad, 5. 
READY, 6. AIM, 7. FIRE, 8. LOAD. 

To Are another volley at the same objective with 
the same line of sight; 1. Squad, 3. ready, 3. aim, 
4, fire, 5. LOAD. 

To fli-e another volley at the same objective but with 
a new line of sight : 1. At (so many) yards, 3. Squad, 
3. READY, 4. AIM, 5. FIRE, 6. LOAD. 

To fire another volley at a new objective and with a new 
line of sight: 1. At (such an object), 2. At (so many) 
yards, 3. Squad, 4. ready, 5. AIM, 6. fire. 7. LOAD. 

The objective and range will be indicated in the 
pi’e'paratoi-y commands for all kinds of fii'e, as illustrated 
in the pi’eceding examples. 

If the objective be at a considei-able angle to the front 
of the squad the instructor will change the front of the 
squad so as to face it. 

The commands ax-e given at sufficiexit intervals to 
allow them to be executed as alx’eady prescx’ibed. The 
command fire is given when the pieces appear to be 
steady. 

These rules are general. 

To Cease Firing. 

147. CEASE FIRING. 

The men stop fixnng, dx-aw cax-tx’idge or eject the empty 
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shell, lower the sight leaf and take the order, order 
kneeling or the position lying down, as the case may 
be. If standing the rear rank men then step back and 
cover their file leaders. , 

148. The command (or signal) cease firing, is always 
used to stop the firing and may be given at any time 
after the first preparatory command for firing, whether 
the firing has actually commenced or not. This rule 
is general. 

149. 1. CEASE FIRING, 2. LOAD. 

The firing will stop ; such pieces as are already loaded 
will be brought at once to the position of load ; the 
others will be loaded. 

This is intended to interrupt the firing, for the pur- 
pose of steadying the men, or to change to another 
method of firing. 

To Fire at Will. 

150. 1. Fire ai will, 2. (such an object), 3. ^f(so 
many) yards, 4. Squad, 6 . ready, 6. commence firing. 

At the command commence firing each man independ- 
ently of the others takes careful aim at the object, fires, 
loads and continues the fire as rapidly as is consistent 
with taking careful aim at each shot. The men should 
he taught to load rapidly and to aim deliberately. 
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BAYONET EXERCISE. 

151. The object of this drill is to make the soldier 
quick and prohcient in handling his piece. 

It is intended merely to prescribe the manner of exe- 
cuting the movements laid down, but not to restrict the 
number of movements, leaving to the discretion of 
company commanders and the ingenuity of instructors 
the selection of such other exercises as accord with the 
object of the drill. 

As soon as the movements are executed accurately, 
the commands are given rapidly ; expertness in the 
bayonet exei'cise depending mostly on quickness of 
motion. 

153. In taking intervals and distances, the normal in- 
terval and distance when armed is four paces ; when 
unarmed, two paces. 

To Take Iniermis. 

153 Being in line at a halt : 1. To the right {ov left) 
take intervals, 3. march. 

At the first command, the rear rank steps back four 
paces ; at the command march, the man on the left of 
each rank stands fast ; the other men face to th.e right 
and step off, each man halting faced to the front, when 
he has the proper interval. 

To Assemble. 

1.54. 1. To the right (or left) assemble, 3. march. 

The front rank man on the right stands fast ; the 
other men close to their proper places. 

To Take Distances. 

155. Being in line at a halt, and having counted fours : 
1. Front take distance, 3. march. 

Number one of each four of the front rank moves 
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straight to the front ; number two mo tos off as soon 
as number one has advanced the specified distance ; 
numbers three and four move off in succession in like 
manner. The rear rank executes what has been pre- 
scribed for the front rank, number one moving off as 
soon as number four front I’ank has advanced four 
paces. The proper distance being attained : 1 . Squad, 
2. HALT. 

To Assemble. 



156 . 1 . Assemble, 2 . march. 

Number one of the front rank stands fast ; the other 
rnen move forward and close to their proper places. 

157 . Intervals or distances having been taken and the 
squad being at the carry or order with bayonets fixed : 

1 . Bayonet exercise, 2. guard. 

At the command guard, half face to the right, carry 

back and 
place the 
right foot 
about twice 
itslengthto 
the rear 
and three 
inches to the right, the feet at 
little less than a right angle, the 
right toe pointing squarely to the J 
right, both knees bent slightly, 
weight of the body held equally 4 
on both legs ; at the same time 
throw the point of the bayonet 
to the front, at the height of the 
chin, barrel turned slightly to 
the left, grasping the piece 
lightly with both hands, the right 
at the small of the stock, the ■ 
PI. 31, Par. 157. left between lower band and 
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lock plate ; the right hand in line with the left hip and 
at the height of the belt, both arms held free from the 
body and without constraint. 

158. 1. Carry, 2. arms; or, 1. Order, 2. arms. 

Resume the carry or order as for charge bayonet. 

159. Being at the guard : advance. 

Move the left foot quickly forward, twice its length ; 
follow with the right foot the same distance. 

160. retire. 

Move the right foot quickly to the rear, twice its 
length ; follow with the left foot the same distance. 

161. 1. Front, 2. pass. 

' Advance the right foot quickly, fifteen inches in front 
of the left, keeping right toe squarely to the right,; ad- 
vance the left foot to its relative position in front. 

162. 1. Rear, 2. pass. 

Carry the left foot quickly fifteen inches to the rear 
of the right ; place the right foot in its relative position 
in rear, keeping right toe squarely to the right. 

163. 1. Right, 2. volt. 

Face to the right, turning on the ball of the left foot, 
at the same time carry the right foot quickly to its po- 
sition in rear. 

164. 1. Left, 2. VOLT. 

Face to the left, turning on the ball of the left foot, 
at the same time carry the right foot quickly to its po- 
sition in rear. 

Right rear and left rear volts are similarly executed 
facing about on the ball of the left foot. 

The foregoing movements are first executed without 
arms. 



PARRIES. 

165. 1. Right (or left), 2. parry. 

Move the point of the bayonet about six inches to the 
right. 
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PL 22, Par. 165. PI. 23, Par. 166. PL 24, Par. 167. 



GUARD. 

Bring the piece back to the position of guard. 

In the preliminary drill, after the parries and 
points, the position of guard is resumed, by command, 
after each movement. 

When the men have become proficient the instructor 
will cause them to resume the guard without com- 
mand. 

166. 1. Right low, 2. parry. 

Move the point of the bayonet quickly opposite the 
left shoulder ; describe a semi-circle from left to right, 
bring the point of the bayonet to the height of and 
in front of the right knee, barrel to the left, butt under 
right forearm, elbow two or three inches higher than the 
right shoulder. 

167. 1. Left low, 2. parry. 

Lower the point of the bayonet and describe a semi- 
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circle by carrying the piece to the left, covering the 
left side of the body, barrel down, left forearm behind 
the piece, point of the bayonet at the height of and 
to the left of the left knee, right forearm above the line 
of the eyes, hand well to the left. 

168. 1. Head, 2. parry. 

Raise the piece with 
.both hands about 
eight inches in front 
of and four inches 
above the head, barrel downward 
and suppoi’ted between thumb and 
forefinger of left hand midway 
between upper and lower bands. 

169. In the different parries the 
piece shoiild be lowered, raised or 
inclined to the right or left so as to 
cover the point attacked; the thrusts 
and lunges should be executed on 
the same principles, taking timely 
advantage of an adversary’s failure 
to cover himself from attack. 

When a lunge is made at a foot 
soldier, the point of the bayonet is 
directed at Ixis breast. In the case 
of a horseman, it is directed against 
his side or against the head or flank of his horse. The 
foot soldier should endeavor to gain the horseman’s left 
side, as the latter cannot use his arms on that side to 
advantage. 




P). 25, Par. 168. 



POINTS.' 

170. THRUST. 

Thrust the piece quickly for\fard to the full length of 
the left arm, slipping* it through the left hand to the 
guard ; give it a rotary motion so as to bring the bar- 
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rel up, and direct the point of 
the bayonet at the point to be 
attacked ; at the same time 
straighten vigorously the 
right leg, throwing the 
^ \ weight forward on the left. 

The piece must be held so 
as to cover the point most ex- 
posed to the enemy’s attack. 

In the thrust from the head 
parry and from the right and 
PI. 36, Par. 170. left low parries the piece is 

not rotated. 



17h LUNGE. 

Executed in the same 
manner as the thrust, ex- 
cept that the left foot is 
carried forward twice its 
length. 

173. BUTT TO FRONT. 
Raise the piece nearly 
vertical, and bring it back, 
barrel in the hollow of 
r i g h t shoulder, (two.) 
PI. 27, Par. 171. Strike quickly, the butt to 
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PI. 38, Par. 173. 




PI. 20, Par. 174 



the front, straight- 
en right leg, 'barrel 
resting on right 
shoulder. 

17B. BUTT TO 
RIGHT (or LEFT). 

The same as butt to front, 
except that in executing the 
first motion, the men make a 
right volt. In resuming the 
guard, the men make a left 
volt. 

174. BUTT TO REAR. 

Turn to the right on both 
heels, keeping the feet nearly 
at right angles, right toe to 
the rear, barrel downward and 
horizontal, right hand oppo- 
site the neck, left hand near 



lower band, left leg straight. 
(TWO.) Strike to the rear. 

In resuming the guard, 
the men turn to the left on 
both heels and bring the 
left toe to the front. 

175. To thrust or lunge 
from a parry, first give the 
command for the parry, 
then follow quickly with 
the command for the thrust 
lunge. 
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Examples. 

1. Right, 2. PARRY, 3. LUNGE, 4. GUARD, 

1. Head, 2. parry, 8. thrust, 4. guard. 

176. The execution of a parry and a thrust or a lunge 
may be determined by one command of execution. 

Example. 

1. Head, 2. parry and thrust, 3. guard. 

At the second command execute the parry, then 
thrust quickly ; resume the guard at the third com- 
mand. 

177. When the soldier is thoroughly familiar with 
the different steps, parries and points, the instructor 
combines several of them by giving the commands in 
quick succession, increasing the rapidity and number of 
movements in combination as the men acquire skill. 

Examples 

1. advance, head parry and lunge. 

1. RETIRE, LEFT PARRY AND THRUST. 

1. FRONT PASS, RIGHT PARRY AND THRUST ; LEFT 
VOLT, HEAD PARRY AND THRUST. 

Excute each in the order named, and resume the 
guard without command. 

178. Every movement to the front should be followed 
by an attack (thrust or lunge); every movement to the 
rear by a parry and a thrust, as indicated in the fore- 
going example. 




